CHAPTER XII
THE LOCKROY EPISODE
THERE was a distinguished Frenchman in Baden-
Baden who could never overpraise Billow's mental
and conversational brilliance.
The name of this French politician and minister,
Edouard Lockroy, is linked with my memories of the autumn
of 1905 in Baden-Baden. He himself gives an account of his
visit, in the chapter entitled " Monsieur de Billow" of his
memoirs AM hasard de la vie, notes et souvenirs, published by
Grasset, Paris, shortly before his death.
He begins by saying: " In Baden-Baden I had a strange
adventure. A journalist of the Ntw Freie Presse visited me
and asked me for an interview, in the course of which he told
me that Chancellor Prince Biilow, who was living in the hotel
nearby, remembered having facilitated my admission to the
German arsenal when he was secretary to Hohcnlohe, who
had mentioned me to him. . . . This was a hint that I should
leave a card. I did so and immediately afterwards went on
to Triberg in the Black Forest, an hour and a half's journey
from Baden-Baden. The following day I received in Triberg
an invitation to dine with the Chancellor the following
Saturday. Curiosity induced me to accept."
And now what were the real circumstances ? It was I who
met Monsieur Lockroy, whom I had known very slightly,
quite by accident in the street at Baden-Baden on Tuesday,
September 191*1, 1905. He was with his wife, whose first
husband had been Charles, son of Victor Hugo. He invited
me to visit him that evening in the EngUscbtr Hof. In the course
of conversation I mentioned that Chancellor Prince Bulow
had also been staying at Baden-Baden for some time at the
Hfttl Stephanie, not far from the Englisckr Hof. I did not,
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